
Tanka Planner 
 
Brainstorm some possible subjects for your tanka poem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remember the goal of a tanka poem is to create establish a mood for your reader using strong 
images.  
 
 
Now select one or more of your subjects and use the back of your paper to list all of the different 
characteristics of the subject(s). Return to the space below and write your poem. 
 
 
 
__________________________________________________ (title) 
 

 
_________________________________________________________________________ (5 syllables) 
 

 
_________________________________________________________________________ (7 syllables) 

 
 

_________________________________________________________________________ (5 syllables) 
 
 

_________________________________________________________________________ (7 syllables) 
 
 

_________________________________________________________________________ (7 syllables) 
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